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Heightened Challenges for Kinship Families 
During COVID-19
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Food and 
Supplies

• Can’t shop 
safely

• No-touch pick-
up and delivery 
of health care 
supplies, food 
and other 
necessities

• More funds 
available 
through SNAP, 
and some 
communities 
responding with 
resources –
more is needed

Financial 
Assistance

•Lost jobs and 
retirement savings 
are plummeting

•Need help to meet 
the needs of the 
children through 
increased TANF, 
foster care 
maintenance 
payments, stimulus 
payments and 
other federal 
supports

Technology and 
Virtual Support

•Learning, health 
care, social  outlets 
are all virtual

•Communities 
responding with 
help accessing the 
internet and 
technology for tele-
health needs, 
children’s distance 
learning, and 
virtual support 
groups

Child Welfare 
System Issues

•How to safely 
comply with 
visitation orders 
with parents and 
other family 
members

•Home visits and 
other challenges to 
licensing

•Allow for virtual 
visitation, waive 
licensing 
requirements, pay 
kin during 
provisional 
licensing

Alternative Care 
Plans

•Legal help is 
expensive and hard 
to find

•Plans are needed 
for the children in 
the event of the 
caregiver’s 
disability or death

•Engage the legal 
community to help



Summary of 
CARES Act
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CARES Act Summary

CARES Act is intended to help families, including kinship families with heightened needs due to the 
pandemic. Categories of support:

 Stimulus payments - caregivers and their dependents 
 Flexible funding to each state, tribe, territory -

✓ Ohio receiving $4.5 million ($3.7 million to the state and $775,000 to local communities 
with populations over 500,000 people) for expenses due to the pandemic

✓ Ohio receiving share of $3 billion through Governor's Emergency Education Relief Fund
 Support for specific programs - child welfare, education, head start, COVID-

19 testing, emergency food assistance, SNAP, Telehealth and Rural Health Clinics, Housing, Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Older Americans Act programs, Aging and 
Disability Resource Centers, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Program

 Help to nonprofits serving grandfamilies - tax credits, loans, and lowered 
cost for unemployment compensation
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https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/COVID/CARES%20Act%20grandfamilies%20summary%20-%20GU%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/COVID/DavisIL_GrandfamilyCaregiver_Guide_Rebates20200418%20(1).pdf


Additional National Efforts 
to Respond to COVID-19

 Federal Children’s Bureau guidance, www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/covid-19-resources:
ACYF-CB-IM-20-06 
✓ Emphasizes that voices of families must be included in all aspects of child welfare reform
✓ Preference for placing children with relatives and reasons why
✓ Consider birth parents and foster parents (kin and non-kin) as mutual resources

ACYF-CB-PI-20-10
✓ Federal child welfare money can now be used to pay foster care maintenance payment rates during 

provisional licensing 
✓ Extend foster care maintenance payments for youth over age 18 with simplified process (Ohio is extending)
✓ May modify requirement to meet educational and employment requirements for youth over age 18 (Ohio is 

modifying)

 Additional federal money for National Family Caregiver Support Program and no more cap

 Advocacy underway to ensure additional funds for kinship navigators, 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and other supports
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http://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/covid-19-resources
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/COVID/ACYF-CB-IM-20-06.pdf
https://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/COVID/PI-20-10%20on%20Stafford%20Act%20Flexibility%20for%20Title%20IV-E_final.pdf


Leave Behind 
for Local 
Decisionmakers
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Local Leave Behind

 Leave behind advocacy tool for local decisionmakers provides background information 

on grandfamilies' needs and strengths (a more comprehensive background piece if needed is 

here -www.gu.org/resources/grandfamilies-strengths-and-challenges-fact-sheet/)

 Complements the CARES Act Summary by listing top priorities for local decisionmakers to 

support grandfamilies using CARES Act funds or other COVID-19 response dollars within 

these categories:

✓ Food and Supplies

✓ Financial Assistance and Housing

✓ Technology and Internet Access

✓ Personal Supports and Planning
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https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2020/04/Local-Leave-Behind_-COVID_Grandfamilies_April2020.pdf
https://www.gu.org/resources/grandfamilies-strengths-and-challenges-fact-sheet/


Meeting with a State or Local Decisionmaker

 Identify and research state and local decisionmakers 

 Find your state representatives here: https://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/

✓ Set up a meeting

✓ Learn more about the decisionmaker

✓ Prepare for and conduct the meeting

• Strategically share your story/impact of COVID on grandfamilies

• Ways they can help

• Share materials and plans for follow up

✓ Follow up with a thank you and any additional materials
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https://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/


Additional Resources
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www.grandfamilies.org

http://www.grandfamilies.org/
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COVID–19
Resources for 
Grandfamilies

www.gu.org/covid-19/
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https://www.gu.org/covid-19/


Questions? 

Contact 
information

Ana Beltran, JD

Special Advisor

Generations United

abeltran@gu.org

(425) 659-3500  
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