
Launching Your Kid’s 
Online Learning At Home



HELLO AND WELCOME!

Barbara Boone, Ph.D.
Director, Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center
Program Director for the Center on Education and 
Training for Employment
The Ohio State University
I’m a beekeeper!
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Kenyona Walker, Ph.D.
Program Manager for the Center on Education and 
Training for Employment
The Ohio State University
I love to run in the morning!



WHO’S HERE?

Use the Chat to tell us:

Your name

Age(s) and grades of children in your home

What is working well this year so far with school for your family?

What is a challenge your children are facing with school?
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Mission Control
Every child’s team 
supporting their successful 
launch.

üFamilies
üSchools
üCommunity
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What is certain?

•We can do this…together
•We will make mistakes… 

and learn from them
•We will learn from each 

other…and adapt and try 
new ways
•We will keep working at 

it…until we succeed
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2
Big Ideas 

•Communication with teachers 
•Helping kids to be motivated 
and attentive to online 
learning
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Two Way Communication
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8 TIPS FOR COMMUNICATION WITH TEACHERS

• Start Early
• I want to hear from you.
• Here’s how you can best reach me.
• I’m here to work with you.
• This is how my child learns best.

• Let the teacher know when communication is not working.
• Be personal and positive. Teachers are humans too.
• Be proactive: Before problems get big.
• Keep your child active in the communication team!
•Most powerful:  Presume Positive Intent
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SUPPORT 
REQUESTS

You have the right to ask about things that are 
part of the teacher’s role:
ü What is my child learning right now?
ü What activities are they doing for practice?
ü How can we get more help with learning this 
content?
ü How can we get the resources we need to 
do this learning?
ü How is my child progressing?
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Conversation Starters to Use 
With Your Child’s Teachers

Can you suggest ways for me to help?

Are you seeing my child have trouble with 
other kids?

What are the biggest things my child needs 
to do to improve?

Do other student have similar challenges?

When do you see my child at their best?
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How to talk with teachers

• Stay informed during the year. 
• Parent-teacher conferences. 
• How things are going between these updates.

• Contact the teacher if your child doesn’t understand an assignment 
or if they need extra help to complete an assignment. Using e-mail 
helps send and receive messages at times that are convenient.
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Parent – Teacher Conference Worksheet
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FEEDBACK You are the expert in your child, 
and teachers rely on you to give 
feedback:
ü What’s working particularly 
well for my child is…
ü What’s not working so well for 
my child is…

Remember! You share a goal: your 
child’s success. 
Teachers can’t do their part 
without you.
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VALUING EDUCATION
üI expect you to learn so much this 
year!
üTell me about something cool you’re 
learning.
üI can really see you growing this year!
üLet’s talk about how this connects to 
what’s happening in the world right 
now.
üLet’s talk about how this connects to 
your future goals.
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VIRTUAL LEARNING CONCERNS: 1

Low Motivation
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ASK QUESTIONS

You notice that your 3rd grade grandson takes a long time to get the to 
the computer to start his day. And when he is “in-class” he doesn’t 
answer questions. Lately he has not completed his independent work 
without many reminders from you. You may want to:

Contact the teacher first, to see if this is something other students 
are experiencing.

If its just your grandson, then you may want to start a conversation by 
saying: 

I noticed that you don't seem interested in school. I'd love 
to understand why.



VIRTUAL LEARNING CONCERNS: 2

Inattentiveness

#GrandUnderstandings 18



ASK QUESTIONS

You notice that your 5th grade granddaughter seems distracted during 
class. When she works on her assignments she often does not know 
what to do and always has her school stuff scattered around the room. 
You may want to:

Contact the teacher first, to see if this is something other students 
are experiencing (For younger students).

Start a conversation with her by saying: 

Sometimes it seems like you’re daydreaming or not focused 
during class. I would like to understand why so that I can help 
you.



JOURNAL WHAT IS HAPPENING

1. What time of day does the behavior occur?

2. Is it during the same subject or class?

3. What happened before the behavior occurs?

4. What activity is your grandchild engaging in 

instead of what they should be doing?
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5 WAYS TO BUILD SKILLS

ü Reduce distractions
üCreate a daily schedule (visuals helps)
ü Prep child for transitions
üBuild excitement and suspense

ü Model the behavior
ü Use a reward/token system with the child’s input
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WHAT TO DO IF IT CONTINUES

Contact with the teacher, an administrator, etc.

Share your concerns, your journal and reward information.



Visit our website at ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu for more 
resources for families and schools.

https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/


THANK YOU!  
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ABOUT US

Grandfamilies are families in which a grandparent directly cares for a 
grandchild (Generations United, 2020). Similarly, Kinship Families are 
formed when a child is cared for by someone who is not their parent. 
These relationships may include caregivers who are not biologically related 
to the child (Franklin County Children Services, 2020). Regardless of 
their titles, these non-traditional families are often formed out of need. 
Some Grandfamilies are formed due to formal parental contact with the 
juvenile court systems, where a minor child is temporarily or permanently 
placed with a grandparent. And other grandfamilies are formed for a variety 
of reasons. 
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